
WORKSHOP INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT MEETINGS 2024

ABOUT THE WORKSHOP
Agriculture, the basis of human nutrition, is both a net producer of 
greenhouse effect gases that contribute to global warming and a victim, 
because climate changes triggered by global warming have severe negative 
effects on crop productivity and soil quality. Since photosynthesis provides a 
natural mechanism of CO2 fixation, ecosystem-based strategies using 
photosynthetic organisms is emerging as a relevant strategy to tackle the 
climate crisis. 

The aim of this workshop is to bring together leading national and 
international scientists to discuss the possible contributions of photosynthetic 
organisms to address the unprecedented challenges that humanity is 
currently facing due to the climate crisis provoked by global warming. To 
address these goals, the workshop is structured into three topics: 

1) Optimizing photosynthetic metabolism and chloroplast signaling 
2) Plant responses to changing environments
3) Breakthroughs on plant and algal biotechnology 

Recent scientific advances in photosynthesis and the physiological 
mechanisms of plant acclimation to environmental stresses, in addition with 
the excellent molecular and genetic tools already available for plant and algae 
research, provide new and exciting opportunities for translating basic 
knowledge to the generation of crops with improved productivity under the 
adverse environmental conditions triggered by global warming. Therefore, 
the topics that will be presented and discussed in the workshop are of the 
highest scientific interest and, since the climate crisis is increasingly 
perceived as a major threat for humans, the goals of the workshop are also of 
the highest social interest.

FORMAT OF THE WORKSHOP
The workshop will bring together 15 speakers and a maximum of 35 
participants. The scientific programme will start on Tuesday 5th November in 
the morning and will end on Thursday 7th November in the morning. Ample 
time for informal discussion will be reserved. Participants will be invited to 
present a poster. Some abstracts will be selected for a short presentation.

VENUE OF THE WORKSHOP
The workshop will be held in Baeza, at the “Antonio Machado Headquarters”, 
a XVII century building turned into a Conference Centre of the International 
University of Andalusia (UNIA). A complex made up of two historic buildings: 
the Jabalquinto Palace (XV/XVI centuries) and the old Seminary (XVII 
century) located in the heart of the historic complex, among the old University, 
church of Santa Cruz, the cathedral and the Upper Town Halls.

This site includes a recently restored residence, where speakers and 
participants will be accommodated. This same space is where the meetings 
will be held, which facilitates social interaction and informal discussions.

Baeza is a world historic heritage town, renowned for its Renaissance and 
Gothic buildings. 

VENUE

SPONSORS

Universidad Internacional de Andalucia
Sede Antonio Machado Palacio de Jabalquinto
Plaza Santa Cruz s/n 23440 Baeza (Jaén) Spain
Tel: +34 953 742775
e-mail: workshops.enviroment@unia.es

ORGANIZED BY
Francisco Javier Cejudo
Professor of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Instituto
de Bioquímica Vegetal y Fotosíntesis, Universidad
de Sevilla-CSIC, Spain

Mónica Balsera
Tenured Scientist, CSIC, Instituto de Recursos Naturales y
Agrobiología de Salamanca, Spain

José M. Estévez
Research Scientist at Fundación Instituto Leloir, Buenos Aires,
Argentina. Centro de Biotecnología Vegetal (CBV), Facultad de
Ciencias de la Vida, Universidad Andrés Bello, Santiago, Chile

DEADLINE
For application
5th September, 2024

SPEAKERS
Dr. Aro, Eva-Mari
Professor at the Department of Life Technologies,
University of Turku, Finland 

Dr. Chan, Raquel
Senior Researcher at Agrobiotechnology Institute,
CONICET, Rosario, Argentina

Dr. Gotor, Cecilia 
Research Professor, CSIC, at Instituto de Bioquímica
Vegetal y Fotosíntesis, Universidad de Sevilla-CSIC,
Sevilla, Spain

Dr. Gutierrez, Rodrigo
Professor at the Department of Molecular Genetics
and Microbiology, Universidad Católica de Chile,
Santiago, Chile

Dr. León, Patricia 
Professor at Instituto de Biotecnología, Universidad
Autónoma de México, Cuernavaca, México

Dr. Petroutsos, Dimitris
Professor at the Department of Organismal Biology,
Uppsala University, Sweden

Dr. Raines, Christine
Professor at Department of Biological Sciences, University
of Essex, Colchester, UK

Dr. Reski, Ralf
Professor at Plant Biotechnology Department,
University of Freiburg, Germany

Dr. Rosenwasser, Shilo
Professor at The Robert H. Smith Institute of Plant Sciences
and Genetics in Agriculture, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem,
Rehovot, Israel

Dr. Rubio, Luis Manuel 
Research Professor, CSIC, at Centro de Biotecnología y
Genómica de Plantas, UPM-CSIC, Madrid, Spain

Dr. Sandalio, Luisa M 
Research Professor, CSIC, at Estación Experimental del
Zaidín, Granada, Spain

Dr. Strand, Asa 
Professor at the Department of Plant Physiology,
Umeå University, Sweden
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